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producers. Last year, we got a settle-
ment out of them. They are going to 
give us a 3-year grace. We gave them a 
one-time $300 million penalty, and they 
won’t challenge it again until 2018. 

Now, Mexican trucks—personally in-
volved in this one—they don’t have 
meaningful driver’s licenses; they don’t 
have hours of service standards; they 
don’t have drug testing; they don’t 
have alcohol testing, et cetera, et 
cetera, et cetera, so we didn’t want 
them ranging around the United States 
of America. We passed a bill almost 
unanimously in the House to prevent 
that. 

Mexico went to one of these secret 
tribunals; they won. The Obama ad-
ministration caved under threats of 
billions of dollars of punitive tariffs 
against the U.S. to allow those Mexi-
can trucks free and permanent access 
to the highways of the United States of 
America. 

You are right, we can’t. You are 
right, Mr. President—no, you are not 
right, Mr. President; actually, you are 
wrong on that one. 

One last one, dolphin-safe tuna—now, 
we just wanted to say the Mexicans go 
out and slaughter dolphins to catch 
tuna. They cast the nets over the dol-
phins who swim on top of the tuna. 
There are some people who thought: 
well, hey, it would be good marketing 
for StarKist and others if we had dol-
phin-safe tuna, where people don’t 
slaughter dolphins to get the tuna. 

Well, Mexico won a trade dispute say-
ing: no, you can’t do that, that is trade 
restricted; you can pay us not to 
slaughter dolphins, or we can slaughter 
dolphins, and you can’t label those 
cans as dolphin-safe tuna. 

Yeah, the President is sort of, kind of 
technically right. They can’t force us 
to repeal our laws. They can just 
blackmail us to repeal our laws in se-
cret tribunals. 

Now, the ones I mentioned are under 
a state-to-state resolution. The TPP 
that this trade promotion authority fa-
cilitates allows corporations special 
standing to go to a special private se-
cret tribunal, only available to cor-
porations, to challenge our laws. 

Just think of the mischief in the fu-
ture. One will certainly be pharma-
ceuticals. Most certainly, they will 
challenge the requirement that we ne-
gotiate lower drug prices for our vet-
erans and people on Medicaid, and they 
will win. 

The President is right; we won’t have 
to repeal the subsidies for those drugs 
or the reduced price. We can just pay 
the pharmaceutical industry tens of 
billions of dollars to keep providing af-
fordable drugs to veterans and seniors. 

This is a great day for America. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

WIMBERLEY, TEXAS, IS MAKING A 
COMEBACK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, up 
until several weeks ago, my State of 
Texas experienced a drought so severe 
that water levels were reduced to his-
toric lows while conservation efforts 
were set to all-time highs. Lakes and 
reservoirs were bone dry. Wildfires 
were a constant threat. 

In a cruel twist of fate, Texas is now 
recovering from the worst flooding in 
recent memory. Rivers overflowed, and 
dams burst. 

In Wimberley, Texas, a town about 40 
miles southwest of the Texas capital, 
water rushed over the banks of the 
Blanco River with enough force to rip 
houses off their foundations and carry 
cars like they were toys. Loved ones 
were lost. Belongings and memories 
were washed away. 

The last month has been marked by 
death, destruction, and disbelief. I have 
met with first responders, toured flood 
damage, and spoke to the National 
Guard and regional FEMA officers 
about response and recovery oper-
ations. My office established a response 
center in town to help with the recov-
ery process. 

Although we are still in a period of 
mourning, the strong Texas spirit of 
resolve has proven more powerful than 
Mother Nature’s fury. Just this week, a 
nearby newspaper ran the headline, 
‘‘Hard hit by flood, Wimberley assures 
tourists: We’re open for business.’’ I 
personally might add ‘‘wide open for 
business.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, this is the Texas way; it 
is what we do. Today, just a few weeks 
since the rains eased and the flood-
waters subsided, Wimberley is making 
a comeback. Nearly all of the busi-
nesses in downtown Wimberley have re-
opened. 

Cathy Moreman, the executive direc-
tor of the Wimberley Valley Chamber 
of Commerce, told my office they have 
had offers of help from around the 
country. Locals and visitors alike have 
come in and out and offered much in 
help from rescue to cleanup efforts. 
She said the outpouring of support has 
been astounding. 

Mr. Speaker, this is what I mean 
when I cite the Texas spirit of resolve. 
We have and will continue to take care 
of each other, look out for our neigh-
bors, and together push forward. 

I assure you, we will rebound from 
this tragedy quickly and fully. 

May God bless the residents of 
Wimberley, and may God bless all of 
Texas. 

In God we trust. 
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KING KAMEHAMEHA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Hawaii (Ms. GABBARD) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, today, 
in my home State of Hawaii, we are 

celebrating King Kamehameha Day to 
honor the legacy of King Kamehameha 
I, who established the Kingdom of Ha-
waii in 1810. 

King Kamehameha knew that for a 
nation to be vibrant, its citizens must 
feel safe and secure. He proclaimed the 
Kanawai Mamalahoe, the Law of the 
Splintered Paddle, as the law of the 
land. This law, still enshrined in the 
Hawaii State Constitution today, pro-
tects the unalienable rights of all men 
and women to be safe and secure in 
their home. 

Kamehameha also knew that, to en-
sure the health, safety, and welfare of 
his people, it was imperative to create 
economic opportunities. He invested 
resources to maintain viable fish ponds 
and taro patches, protect freshwater 
streams, fertile soils, and forestlands; 
he built schools and trained an entire 
new generation of leaders. 

As we observe Kamehameha Day, it 
is a true day of aloha for the people of 
Hawaii. Those who are visiting the 
Capitol this week may have seen the 
many fragrant and beautiful flower leis 
draped on the statue of King Kameha-
meha in Emancipation Hall. 

All this week, in Hawaii, across the 
State, there will be further lei-draping 
ceremonies taking place to pay homage 
to the legacy of Hawaii’s first King. 

As legislators, we are called upon to 
embody the servant leadership and the 
humility of leaders like King Kameha-
meha I. 

f 

IRS RESPONSE LETTER 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to discuss the IRS response letter 
that was sent to me and 51 of my col-
leagues asking for an investigation of 
the Clinton Foundation’s tax-exempt 
status. 

Now, the IRS responded to us with a 
letter. It is dated May 21. What we re-
ceived back, Mr. Speaker, from the IRS 
was simply a form letter. It was ad-
dressed, ‘‘Dear Sir or Madam,’’ not 
even my name. The director of the Ex-
empt Organizations Examinations 
didn’t even take the time to sign the 
letter. 

What we have is this: the IRS has so 
little respect for Members of Congress 
who are asking a question, who are 
seeking clarity on behalf of their con-
stituents, that they respond to a con-
gressional inquiry with a letter that is 
a form letter, not even signed. Well, 
you can imagine that we were a little 
bit surprised by this. 

I think it is important to talk about 
why we were asking for clarity on the 
Clinton Foundation and their tax-ex-
empt status. We all have 501(c)(3) not- 
for-profit organizations that do great 
work in our communities. Many of 
these organizations had come to us— 
their Member of Congress—and said: 
What do you know about how the Clin-
ton Foundation works? What about 
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